
WEEK 33 
 
Dear NEA Members, 
 
Greetings! There are many new ideas out there to help members. NEA has created a 
web-site called “Works-4-Me” which are tried and true teaching hints suggested by 
NEA members. Each week you will receive an e-mail with six helpful (and short) hints 
to help you in your professional life. They will fall under the following categories: 
 
            Teaching Techniques 
            Content 
            Getting Organized 
            Managing Your Classroom 
            Relationships 
            Using Technology 
 
In addition, you will get information about your NEA Member Benefits that are 
available to you through your membership in the Association. Click on the link or visit 
www.neamb.com.  
 
Teaching Techniques 

Students Get Paid  

"At the beginning of each quarter, students in my advanced computer 
classes create a time card for themselves. Each day students record their 
attendance just as one would at a job. Each class period counts four hours. 
On Fridays this information is transferred to a spreadsheet representing a 
payroll register. Formulas are put into the payroll register to calculate total 
hours for the week, gross pay, deductions, and net pay. Since part-time 
workers receive no benefits, there is no pay for snow days, school vacation, 
sick days, doctor's appointments, etc. There is also a deduction of ? hour 
for tardiness. At the end of the quarter, students who have earned the most 
pay receive valuable bonus points. Students quickly learn that being late or 
absent does not 'pay'."  

Content 
Constructing Geometrical Forms  

"For an engaging and dramatic geometry unit, my students construct large 
models out of tightly rolled newspaper struts. The struts must be clipped at 



the ends where there are weakest and it's best to use full format 
newspapers and roll them tightly from corner to corner. I use masking tape 
to make the connections. I've been able to construct tetrahedral prisms and 
3-D Sierpinsky prisms up to eight feet high. Making measurements of 
height, slant height and base area is a challenging and interesting problem 
that makes the study of surface area and volume more of an active concrete 
exercise."  

Getting Organized 
Bright Envelopes  

"I ask my local card shop for left over envelopes for cards that were not 
sold because their usual procedure is to throw them out. I use the brightly 
colored ones to send home notes to my students' parents. The color makes 
the envelope stand out between the school papers and has a better chance 
of being delivered."  

Managing Your Classroom 
Post-It Notes  

"To make seating charts for my classes, I write student names on mini-post-
it notes and then stick the notes to the inside of a manila folder. It's so easy 
to change my seating arrangement and the stickiness of the notes lasts the 
entire year! I label the outside of the folder to identify the class and I am set 
for anyone who has to take over my class."  

Relationships 
Student Teachers Send-Off  

"When our student teachers complete their time with us, we fill a bag full 
of goodies: stickers, e-z grader, bulletin board stuff, etc. We each give a 
teaching tip that is fun, easy and appropriate for just about any age. It is a 
great send-off for student teachers and allows them to spend their precious 
few dollars for real teaching materials."  

Using Technology 
Teaching Vocabulary with Power Point  



"I use Power Point to present new vocabulary in my classroom. The 
Spanish words and their English equivalents or pictures continuously 
scroll across the TV monitor during the class period. For example, the 
Spanish word 'El Perro' will appear and then five seconds later, the word 
'dog' and a picture of a dog will appear."  

 

NEA Member Benefit of the Week: 

NEA Accidental Death & Dismemberment Insurance Plan  
Help protect your family anytime, anywhere.  

With AD&D coverage,* whether you’re home or away, you know that you and your loved ones 
are covered in case of an accident. AD&D coverage may be appropriate for members of all ages.  

• Optional coverage for family members  
• Economical rates, starting at $19 per year  
• Guaranteed acceptance—no medical exams  
• Up to $130,000 in coverage at home or away  
• Up to $520,000 for any covered accident on a plane, train, ship or other public conveyance  
• Each year, for the first 5 years of a member’s coverage, the benefit payable for covered 

accidents while on a public conveyance, will increase $10,000  

AD&D Plus offers you the same benefits, plus even more, including: 

• Child tuition reimbursement  
• Spouse tuition reimbursement  
• Common accident benefit  
• Day care reimbursement and more  

 
Starting at only $23 per year! 

SOURCE: http://www.neamb.com/home/1199_886.htm  
 
 
NEA Member Benefit Article of the Week: 

An “Emerging” Lesson from the Lost Decade  



Date published: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 

By Mary Rowland  

Many investors are referring to the years 2000-2009 as the “lost decade.” And for good reason. A 
dollar invested in Standard & Poor’s 500 Index stocks on Dec. 31, 1999, was worth 
approximately 78 cents ten years later. In fact, it was the worst decade in history for U.S. equity 
investors, worse than the 1850s and 1930s.  

In the first decade of the 21st century, the S&P 500 compounded at -1% per year, or -3.6% 
below inflation. By comparison, in the 1850s, it compounded at 0.5% and in the 1930s by -0.1%. 

Two lessons for investors here: First, following the “hot stocks” of yesteryear is a surefire way to 
fail. Second, investing only in U.S. companies is no longer an option. 

In 2000, the most widely recommended stocks for the coming decade were America Online, 
Cisco Systems, Qualcomm, MCI WorldCom, Lucent Technology and Texas Instruments, Brett 
Arends wrote in the Wall Street Journal. 

This list merely gives us a snapshot of the popular stocks of late 1999, doesn’t it? It doesn’t say 
anything about how the decade might change. “Any people who invested in that portfolio have 
lost about two-thirds of their money,” Arends wrote. “The average stock picked at random was 
up 3%, including dividends.”  

Arends warns investors against following the Wall Street consensus. “The most powerful and 
dangerous force on Wall Street is the herd instinct,” he writes. “Much of the stock-market 
community is still just a marketing machine that happens to sell investments, the way, say, a 
drugstore like CVS sells pills.” 

The second lesson is that the U.S. is losing market share in a global economy. Investing only 
domestically is not an option going forward.  

In the U.S., the last decade began with the bursting of the Internet bubble and ended when the 
giant housing and credit market bubble burst. Of course, the Great Recession was a worldwide 
phenomenon. But the U.S. is stalled in recession and severe unemployment, hovering around 
10%, whereas Asia bounced back. 

For example, Australia’s unemployment rate hit a high of 5.8% in August and was down to 5.3% 
in January. The Australian central bank has raised interest rates 3 times, most recently to 3.75%, 
to put the brakes on the economy while the Fed holds the U.S. rate at around zero percent. And 
the U.S. economy still doesn’t grow.  

Some investors argue that everything is fixed now; that the bull market will continue. Some of 
them say that it’s even better than that: the stock market returns 10% a year, on average, over 
time. Doesn’t that mean we have a lot of good news and good returns ahead of us?  



Perhaps not. Not all investors lost money in the decade just ended. Three asset classes enjoyed 
double digit returns: emerging market bonds, 10.9% annual return, REITS, 10.2% and emerging 
market stocks, 10.1%, according to data from investment research firm, Research Affiliates. 

Barron’s reports that 2009’s fourth-quarter returns for 8,047 U.S. diversified equity funds, 
representing $3 trillion in assets, averaged 5.03%. The S&P 500 returned 6.04%. Not bad. 

But by far the best performance was captured by emerging markets funds, up 7.59% for the 
quarter and 75.74% for the year according to the Barron’s report. Americans poured a record $64 
billion into foreign mutual funds, a little more than half of that allotted to emerging markets. 
There are now 514 emerging-market stock funds and 103 emerging market bonds funds. 

I’m not going to suggest that you put your money into yesterday’s hot performer. But the 
argument for more and broader diversification is stronger than ever now. And most Americans—
including institutional investors—still believe that America is the best place for their investment 
dollars. 

Consider this: The average U.S. institutional portfolio has about 70% of assets in U.S.-based 
funds and 30% in international funds. Until recently, Avi Nachmany, director of research at 
Strategic Insight, suggested U.S. investors maintain a 50/50 U.S./foreign split. He now suggests 
1/3 U.S., 1/3 overseas developed markets and 1/3 in emerging markets. Foreign investments, of 
course, provide dollar diversification as well as geographic diversification.  

No one should run out and buy an emerging market fund tomorrow. But I think most investors 
should begin to examine their portfolios to see what percentage is large U.S. company stocks. 
And then most of us should study how to create a more diversified portfolio. 

Source: http://www.neamb.com/home/1212_4632.htm  

 

 
 
 


